the great man carry his wares to IS Europe Litteraire; while the Revue de Paris, in consequence of his desertion, declined in popularity.
Balzac was now fairly launched on the road of literary fame, and some of his writings at this time had a momentous influence on his life.    In April, 1830,   Madame   Hanska,   his   future  wife,   read with delight, in her  far-off chateau in   Ukraine, the  " Scenes  de la  Vie  Privee,"   containing the " Vendetta," " Les Dangers de 1'Inconduite," " Le Bal de Sceaux, ou Le Pair de France," " Gloire et Malheur," " La  Femme Vertueuse " and " La Paix   de Menage "—two  volumes  which   Balzac had published as quickly as he could, to counteract the alienation of his women-readers by the "Physiologic du Manage."     In August, 1831, appeared " La Peau de  Chagrin,"  which   so   disappointed Madame Hanska by its cynical tone, that she was impelled to write the first letter from L'Etrangere, which reached Balzac on February 28th, 1832, a date never to be forgotten in the annals of his life.    He was not, however, very exact in  remembering it himself, and in later life sometimes became confused in his calculations between  the number of years since he had received this letter, and the time which had elapsed since he first had the joy of meeting   her.     «La Peau  de   Chagrin". greatly increased   Balzac's   fame,  and  in   October,   1831, another   anonymous   correspondent,   Madame   la Marquise de Castries, also destined to exercise a strong, though perhaps transitory, influence  overiste.    In   spite of this legal document, there were many disputedon that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
